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SOUTHEAST  MISSOURI REGIONAL PLANNING AND  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION  

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2010 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Southeast Missouri Regional Planning and Economic Development Commission 

was called to order by Chairman H. Weldon Macke at 2:02 p.m., on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 in the Commissionôs 

meeting room at 1 West St. Joseph Street in Perryville, Missouri. 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

H. Weldon Macke  Chairman 

Designated Representative 

 SEMO RPC 

Cape Girardeau County 

John Singleton  Vice Chairman  

Designated Representative  

 SEMO RPC 

Madison County 

Larry Kennon  Secretary 

Representative 

 SEMO RPC 

Leadington 

Gary Shrum  Administrative Assistant  Marble Hill 

Don England  Chairman  Oak Ridge 

John Rauls  Presiding Commissioner  Madison County 

Patrick J. Heaps  Associate Commissioner  Perry County 

Lawrence A. Marler  Alderman  Ste. Genevieve 

Kathryn Daugherty  Representative of Low-Income 

  Persons 

Development Director 

 SEMO RPC 

 

East Missouri Action Agency 

Steve Williams  Representative of Minority People  Cape Girardeau 

Kathy Waltz  Field Representative  Congressman Russ Carnahanôs Office 

Becky Eftink  Area Specialist  USDA/Rural Development/Jackson 

Larry Tucker  Executive Director  Perry Count Economic Development Authority 

Amanda Layton  Reporter  Perry County Republic-Monitor 

Chauncy Buchheit  Executive Director  SEMO RPC 

David P. Grimes  Deputy Director  SEMO RPC 

Ronald R. Steele  Economic Development Planner  SEMO RPC 

Margaret Yates  Grant Administrator  SEMO RPC 

Brian J. Balsman  Director of Planning  SEMO RPC 

A. Drew Christian  Regional Planner   SEMO RPC 

Stan W. Balsman  GIS Director  SEMO RPC 

Marilyn Hennemann  Fiscal Officer  SEMO RPC 

Kathleen M. Hall   Executive Assistant  SEMO RPC 

 

Following introductions, Chairman Macke requested approval of the May 25, 2010 minutes.  Mr. Marler moved 

that the minutes be approved as presented; Ms. Daugherty seconded the motion; motion carried. 

 

The Treasurerôs report as of June 15, 2010 was accepted as presented. 

 

CONSENT  AGENDA 

 

The June consent agenda was approved as presented, and included a request for adoption of the Transportation 

Planning Work Program for Fiscal Year 2011 as recommended by the Transportation Advisory Committee; notice 

that a $55,184 administrative services contract had been received from the New Bourbon Regional Port Authority; a 

request to adjust the staff mileage reimbursement rate to coincide with the Federal IRS rate; and notices that $14,000 

and $16,000, respectively, administration contracts  had been received from the Ste. Genevieve and Cape Girardeau 

County Commissions in conjunction with Energize Missouri Communities grants to upgrade lighting in several 

public buildings. 
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PUBLIC  NOTICES  

 

The following projects were presented for public notice and comment by the Commission: 

 

The Community Caring Council requested funding from the Office of Public Health and Science for a 

Prevention of Repeat Pregnancies Program using the ñBe Proud! Be Responsible! Be Proactive!ò curriculum.  

The request was for $400,000 from the Office of Public Health and Science, with the applicant and other sources 

providing match of $10,000 each, for a total project cost of $420,000. 

 

Public Water Supply District No. 1 of Madison County requested $149,085 from USDA Rural Development to 

extend lines along County Road 504 in Madison County. 

 

Southeast Missouri State University requested funds to development a Long-Term Monitoring Program for Big 

Oak Tree State Park.  The request was for $390,844 from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), with the 

applicant providing match of $166,009, for a total project cost of $556, 853. 

 

East Missouri Action Agency applied for Department of Health and Human Services funds for an Assets for 

Independence Demonstration Program.  The request was for $300,000 from DHHS, with local sources providing 

an equal amount, for a total program cost of $600,000. 

 

BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Buchheit reported that 62% of the Fiscal Year 2011 membership dues had been received and thanked those 

that had paid for their prompt response. 

 

Mr. Buchheit reported that the Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Review Committee had reviewed a $50,000 loan 

application for a company that planned to grind old dry-wall and chip board to be re-used as gypsum for lawns and 

to stripe fields such as football fields.  In addition, foreclosure proceedings had begun on a daycare facility in Perry 

County.   

 

Ms. Yates reported that the one Delta Regional Authority  pre-application that had been approved was submitted 

from the City of Farmington to install improved wiring for better internet access in the Cityôs industrial park.  The 

City will be submitting the full application. 

 

Brian Balsman reported that he had not heard any new information from the Area C Homeland Security Oversight 

Committee (HSOC), but indicated that Region E had requested an extension of its current grant.  No official notice 

had been received regarding this request at the time of this meeting.  The 2009 grant had been approved and staff 

would be signing the paperwork and returning the agreement as soon as it was received.   

 

Mr. Balsman also reported that he had attended a web meeting in Sikeston at which Adobe Connect Pro and 

Welcome were set up and attempted to be used.  The results were only partially successful, as the group could 

receive a picture over the internet connection, but the sound was intermittent.  He felt additional support or properly 

operating equipment would be needed to get the system on-line. 

 

A handout was also provided and is attached to these minutes showing budget expenditures for the Region E HSOC 

for Fiscal Year 2008.  Mr. Balsman pointed out that $107,000 remained to be spent due to a number of factors.  An 

additional generator that was scheduled to be purchased could not be bought due to the company raising the price on 

their bid.  There are also water pillows that need to be purchased to go with the water purification units.  Both the 

CERT program and the HSRT program have funds that they are in the process of expending; however the HSOC 

will need to reallocate some funds in order to purchase some additional equipment.  This will have to wait until the 

budgeted items are acquired and it is known how much much money is available for additional equipment. 

 

Mr. Grimes stated that there had been no change regarding EPAôs plans regarding designation of nonattainment 

area status for Perry and Ste. Genevieve Counties.  Representatives of EPA and the Missouri Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) attended the June 18
th
 Air Quality Committee meeting.  The committee members had 

asked good questions and made their feelings clear to EPA and DNR.  Mr. Grimes felt the August 31
st
 deadline for 
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the new rules would be met and that DNR would let field staff have input concerning the boundaries of the new 

nonattainment areas, then submit those recommendations to EPA by January, 2011.  EPA will then have another six 

months to review those recommendations.  Mr. Grimes felt that the new standards for air quality would be set at 65 

ppb and that Perry and Ste. Genevieve Counties would be designated as standalone nonattainment areas.   

 

Mr. Grimes reminded the membership that the staff had been attempting to find funding to implement the Clean Air 

Action Plan (CAAP) as the document was the areaôs best defense against designation as a nonattainment area.  

Applications had been submitted to EPA and the Economic Development Administration (EDA), but neither was 

approved.  However, two additional potential funding programs were available through EPAôs Climate Showcase 

Communities Program and through the Department of Housing and Urban Developmentôs (HUD) Sustainable 

Communities Planning Grant Program.  Two resolutions were presented for passage authorizing the Executive 

Director to apply for and accept funding for these requests.  Mr. Buerck moved that both resolutions be passed as 

presented; Village Chairman England seconded the motion; motion carried.  Signed copies of the resolutions are 

attached to these minutes. 

 

Mr. Grimes commented that the draft resolution presented at a recent Missouri Air Conservation Commission 

(MACC)  had not passed.  He had invited the author of that resolution to attend a Commission meeting. 

  

Mr. Grimes also reported that DNR had performed a performance audit of the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 

(DERA) Program just prior to this meeting and gave a clean opinion.  All grant recipients had been paid and the 

final report would be ready to submit by July 1
st
.  A second round of DERA funding would be made available with 

funding of about $80,000.  These funds would be made available after all close-outs were complete.  Mr. Grimes 

noted that the first round of funding was about $400,000, but not enough applications were received to use the entire 

amount.  It was not known when the additional funding would become available, but the staff asked for 

authorization to continue the program.  A motion was passed authorizing the staff to pursue additional funding 

through the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act Program. 

 

The Commission had received authorization from DNR to contract with Ste. Genevieve and Cape Girardeau 

Counties to administer grants through the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program.   

Mr. Grimes indicated that the invitation to bid the various components for the lighting improvements had been 

issued. He also felt there would be funding available for additional entities to participate in the EECBG program.  A 

webinar was scheduled for the week following this meeting regarding forms, formats and reporting requirements for 

the program. 

 

Brian Balsman reported that of the 24 entities contracted, 18 communities had returned the water and sewer system 

surveys.  The DNR contract was scheduled to end in March, 2011; however, Mr. Balsman had asked all of those not 

yet responding to return the surveys by June 25
th
.   

 

A bulletin had been issued concerning DNRôs Draft  State Fiscal Year 2011 Intended Use Plan Drinking  Water 

State Revolving Fund Loan Program.  Those communities in the SEMO Region listed for funding during the year 

included Jackson, Whitewater, Allenville and Leadwood.  A copy of the bulletin and the listing were available at the 

meeting for those wishing to review it. 

 

In addition, the Executive Director reported that $100,000 would be available statewide to regional planning 

organizations for the 2011 fiscal year.  However, it was anticipated that 3% would be withheld from the State Aid 

to Regional Planning Program.  Depending upon how the funds were distributed among the 19 planning areas, 

only about $4,400 to $5,100 would be available to the Commission for use in matching other programs and for 

planning work with local entities.  Mr. Buchheit asked for authorization to apply for and accept the State Aid to 

Regional Planning funds.  A motion was passed authorizing the Executive Director to apply for and accept the State 

Aid to Regional Planning funds. 

 

Mr. Christian commented that the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) was not renewing its contract 

with the engineer who was reviewing the county hazard mitigation plans. A number of plans across the state had 

not yet been reviewed, so there was some uncertainty as to who would be performing the reviews. 

 

Mr. Shrum noted that there was no American flag on display at Commission meetings and asked that one be 

acquired and displayed in the meeting room. 
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It was decided that the July and August meetings be combined.  The next meeting of the Regional Planning 

Commission was scheduled to be held at 2:00 p.m., on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 in the Commissionôs meeting 

room.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:32 p.m. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

  Larry Kennon 

  Secretary 

 

 

 

  H. Weldon Macke 

  Chairman 

  

 

 

  Kathleen M. Hall 

  Executive Assistant 



  



   










